
What Are the Benefits of Hiring a Special 
Needs Trust Lawyer in Maryland? 
Planning for the long-term financial needs of a loved one with a disability can involve important 
legal and financial decisions. Families may want to provide financial support while also 
protecting access to benefits that depend on financial eligibility. A special needs trust can be 
one tool used in this type of planning, but creating and managing one requires careful attention 
to applicable rules. 

Working with a special needs trust attorney maryland can help families understand their options, 
identify potential legal issues, and create a plan that reflects the beneficiary's circumstances. 
Because every family situation is different, professional legal guidance can be especially 
valuable when substantial assets or government benefits are involved. 

What Is a Special Needs Trust? 
A special needs trust is a legal arrangement designed to hold assets for the benefit of a person 
with a disability without necessarily requiring the beneficiary to directly control those assets. 
Depending on the type of trust and the circumstances, properly structured trust assets may be 
treated differently when determining eligibility for certain needs-based government programs. 

The rules surrounding special needs trusts can be complex. The appropriate trust structure may 
depend on factors such as who contributes the assets, the beneficiary's age, the source of the 
funds, and the applicable benefit programs. 

An attorney for special needs trust maryland can explain the distinctions between available trust 
options and help a family understand how each may fit into its broader estate plan. 

What Are the Benefits of Hiring a Lawyer? 

Help Choosing an Appropriate Trust Structure 

One of the primary benefits of legal guidance is understanding which type of special needs trust 
may be appropriate. Different trusts can have different requirements, responsibilities, and 
consequences. 

A lawyer can review the family's circumstances and explain the relevant options rather than 
relying on a one-size-fits-all approach. This can help reduce the risk of selecting a structure that 
does not meet the beneficiary's needs or the family's long-term goals. 
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Assistance With Legal Documents 

Trust documents establish how assets are held, managed, and distributed. Mistakes or unclear 
provisions can create unnecessary complications later. 

A special needs trusts lawyer maryland can help prepare or review the trust documents and 
explain important provisions in understandable terms. Legal guidance can also help families 
understand the responsibilities of the trustee and the rules governing distributions. 

Planning Around Government Benefits 

Some individuals with disabilities may receive benefits that have financial eligibility 
requirements. A special needs trust may be structured to supplement a beneficiary's resources 
without replacing every form of support they may receive. 

However, trust rules and benefit requirements can be complicated, and the consequences of an 
improperly structured arrangement can vary. An experienced attorney can help families consider 
these issues when developing their plan. 

Coordinating With Broader Estate Planning 

A special needs trust does not necessarily exist separately from the rest of a family's estate 
plan. It may need to be coordinated with wills, beneficiary designations, powers of attorney, 
guardianship considerations, and other planning documents. 

This broader perspective can help families create a more consistent plan for managing assets 
and providing for a loved one over time. 

How Can Legal Guidance Support Asset Protection? 
Families often have concerns about preserving assets while providing appropriate support for a 
loved one. A lawyer can explain how a trust may fit into broader planning strategies and identify 
potential issues before documents are finalized. 

An asset protection lawyer Maryland can also help clients understand how different planning 
tools may affect ownership, control, and future distribution of assets. Similarly, an asset 
protection attorney maryland can review an individual's circumstances and discuss legally 
appropriate strategies. 

The goal is not simply to create a trust. Effective planning should consider who will manage the 
trust, how funds may be used, what happens if circumstances change, and how the plan fits into 
the family's overall objectives. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
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Why should I hire a lawyer to create a special needs trust? 

A lawyer can explain available trust structures, prepare appropriate legal documents, and help 
address issues involving government benefits, trustees, distributions, and broader estate 
planning. 

Can a special needs trust protect government benefits? 

Depending on the type of trust and how it is structured and administered, trust assets may 
receive different treatment for certain needs-based benefits. Specific rules apply, so professional 
legal advice is important. 

Who manages a special needs trust? 

A trustee generally manages the trust according to its terms and applicable law. The trustee's 
responsibilities can include managing assets, maintaining records, and making permitted 
distributions for the beneficiary. 

Can a special needs trust be part of an estate plan? 

Yes. Families may coordinate a special needs trust with other estate planning documents and 
strategies to help provide for a loved one while addressing long-term financial and legal 
considerations. 

When should a family create a special needs trust? 

There is no universal timeline. Families may benefit from discussing planning options when they 
begin considering long-term financial support for a loved one with a disability, particularly before 
transferring significant assets. 

Plan With the Right Legal Guidance 
Creating a special needs trust involves more than preparing paperwork. Families must consider 
the beneficiary's needs, applicable benefit rules, asset management, trustee responsibilities, 
and long-term planning goals. 

Stuslaw can help families understand the legal considerations involved in special needs trust 
planning and determine what options may be appropriate for their circumstances. If you are 
considering a special needs trust in Maryland, contact a qualified estate planning attorney to 
discuss your situation and take the next step toward a thoughtful long-term plan. 
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