What Does an Estate Planning Attorney
Do? A Guide for Maryland Families

Estate planning is about more than writing a will. It is a process of organizing your assets,
documenting your wishes, and preparing for circumstances that could affect your family in the
future. A well-considered plan can help reduce uncertainty and make it easier for loved ones to
understand your intentions.

For Maryland residents, working with an estate planning attorney Maryland can provide
guidance through the legal documents and decisions involved in creating an estate plan. The
right approach depends on an individual's assets, family circumstances, goals, and applicable
Maryland law.

What Does an Estate Planning Attorney Handle?

An estate planning attorney helps clients evaluate their legal and financial circumstances and

create documents designed to reflect their wishes. Common areas of estate planning include

wills, trusts, powers of attorney, healthcare directives, beneficiary designations, and strategies
for managing assets.

A will can explain how certain property should be distributed after death and may identify a
preferred person to handle the estate. Trusts can provide another way to manage and distribute
assets, depending on the goals of the person creating the trust.

Estate planning can also address situations in which someone becomes unable to make
decisions for themselves. Documents such as financial powers of attorney and advance
healthcare directives can establish who may make certain decisions when legally appropriate.

People looking for an estate planning attorney Bowie MD may benefit from discussing their
complete circumstances rather than focusing on a single document. Estate planning works best
when the different parts of a plan complement one another.

Why Are Wills and Trusts Important?

Wills and trusts serve different purposes, and not everyone needs the same combination of
documents. A will generally becomes relevant after death and can establish how property
should be handled according to the document and applicable law.
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A trust, by contrast, can establish rules for managing assets during the creator's lifetime or after
death, depending on its structure. Certain trusts may also be used as part of planning for
beneficiaries with specific needs or circumstances.

A wills and trusts attorney Maryland can explain the distinctions between these legal tools
and help clients consider which options may fit their objectives.

Estate planning should also be reviewed after significant life changes. Marriage, divorce, the
birth or adoption of a child, a substantial change in assets, or the death of a beneficiary may
affect an existing plan. Periodic reviews can help ensure documents continue to reflect current
intentions.

How Can an Attorney Help With a Broader Legal Plan?

Estate planning is sometimes connected with other areas of law. Families may have questions
about property ownership, business interests, tax considerations, probate, or protecting assets
for particular beneficiaries.

However, different legal matters require different forms of analysis. Someone dealing with an
immigration matter may need an immigration lawyer Maryland, while a person facing financial
difficulties may need advice from a bankruptcy attorney Maryland. These areas should not be
treated as interchangeable with estate planning.

Stuslaw helps Maryland clients address estate planning and related legal concerns by focusing
on their individual circumstances and objectives. A personalized consultation can help clarify
which documents and legal strategies may be appropriate.

When Should You Start Estate Planning?

There is no single age or asset level at which everyone must create an estate plan. Adults may
benefit from considering basic planning documents, particularly when they have dependents,
property, business interests, or specific wishes about how their affairs should be handled.

Waiting until a major life event can sometimes make the process more stressful. Creating a plan
in advance gives individuals an opportunity to consider important decisions carefully and
communicate their wishes.

Itis also important to keep estate planning documents organized and accessible. Beneficiaries
and trusted decision-makers may need to know where relevant documents are located,
although sensitive information should be protected appropriately.

Conclusion
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An estate planning attorney can help Maryland families understand their options and create
legal documents that reflect their wishes. From wills and trusts to powers of attorney and
healthcare planning, each component can serve a different purpose.

Estate planning is not necessarily a one-time task. Reviewing your plan as your family, finances,
and priorities change can help keep your documents aligned with your current circumstances.

If you have questions about creating or updating an estate plan, contact Stuslaw to discuss
your situation and learn about the legal options available to you.

FAQs

What is the main purpose of estate planning?

Estate planning allows an individual to document important wishes concerning property,
financial decisions, healthcare decisions, and the management or distribution of assets.

Does everyone need a trust?

Not necessarily. Whether a trust is appropriate depends on factors such as assets, family
circumstances, goals, and the type of planning desired. An attorney can explain the potential
advantages and limitations.

How often should an estate plan be reviewed?

There is no universal review schedule. It is generally sensible to revisit an estate plan after
major family, financial, or legal changes and periodically to confirm that documents remain
consistent with current wishes.

What happens if someone dies without an estate plan?

When a person dies without an applicable estate plan, state law generally determines how
certain assets are distributed. The specific process depends on the circumstances and
Maryland law.

Can an estate plan be changed?

Many estate planning documents can be updated or replaced when circumstances and
applicable legal requirements allow. A legal professional can explain the appropriate process for
making changes.
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