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An upholstered bed frame has become the centrepiece of modern British bedrooms, replacing 
plain wooden and metal frames with soft, tactile fabric finishes that instantly elevate a room's 
atmosphere. Whether you're furnishing a new home, redoing a tired guest room, or simply 
craving a more comfortable place to rest your head, choosing the right upholstered bed is one of 
the most impactful design decisions you'll make. This guide walks through everything UK buyers 
need to know before investing in an Upholstered Bed Frame UK , from fabric choices to sizing, 
storage options and long term durability. 

 

Why Choose an Upholstered Bed Frame? 

Traditional bed frames, wood, metal, or divan bases  serve their purpose, but they rarely add 
warmth or personality to a room. Upholstered beds, by contrast, are wrapped in fabric (velvet, 
linen, boucle, or faux leather) over a padded frame, giving them a hotelquality softness that's 
both visually striking and comfortable to lean against while reading or working from bed. 

Beyond aesthetics, upholstered frames offer genuine practical advantages 

●​ Noise reduction  fabric frames don't creak like metal frames often do. 
●​ Safety  padded headboards and frame edges are gentler for households with children or 

pets. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product-category/bed-frames/


●​ Insulation  fabric retains a small amount of warmth compared to cold metal or hard wood 
edges. 

●​ Design flexibility  available in curved, wingback, sleigh, and panel styles to match almost 
any interior theme. 

If you're after a frame that balances comfort and style, browsing a specialist retailer like Style 
Beds is a good starting point, as they stock a wide range of upholstered bed frames designed 
specifically for UK homes and standard UK mattress sizing. 

Popular Styles of Upholstered Bed Frames 

Not all upholstered bed frames look the same, and the style you pick will shape the entire tone 
of your bedroom. Here are the most popular options currently trending across the UK market. 

SleighStyle Upholstered Beds 

Sleigh frames feature a curved, raised headboard and footboard reminiscent of classic French 
furniture. They tend to suit larger, more traditional bedrooms and pair well with warm, muted 
colour palettes. 

Wingback Upholstered Beds 

Wingback frames have side wings that extend from the headboard, creating a cocooned, cosy 
feel. They're particularly popular in countrystyle and boutique hotel inspired interiors. The Savoy 
Wing Bed is a strong example of this silhouette, offering a refined wingback design with 
premium fabric options. 

Ottoman Storage Beds 

For anyone short on wardrobe space, an ottoman style upholstered bed frame lifts on a gas lift 
mechanism to reveal builtin storage beneath the mattress. The Egerie Beige Ottoman Bed with 
Curved Headboard combines this practical storage solution with a soft curved headboard, 
making it ideal for smaller flats and bedrooms. 

Panel and Curved Headboard Beds 

Simpler panelstyle frames, like the Ivy Frame Bed, offer a cleaner, minimalist silhouette that 
works well in modern and Scandinavian inspired interiors without sacrificing the softness of 
upholstery. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/savoy-wing-bed/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/savoy-wing-bed/


Choosing the Right Size Single, Double, King and Super King 

UK bed sizing follows standard measurements, and getting this right is essential before you buy 
an upholstered bed frame. 

Bed Size Dimensions (W x L) Best Suited For 

Single 90cm x 190cm Children's rooms, guest rooms, small box rooms 

Small Double 120cm x 190cm Compact bedrooms, single sleepers wanting extra 
space 

Double 135cm x 190cm Couples in average sized rooms, shared bedrooms 

King 150cm x 200cm Larger bedrooms, couples wanting more space 

Super King 180cm x 200cm Master bedrooms, luxury setups, families who cosleep 

A super king size upholstered bed frame is increasingly popular in the UK as homeowners 
prioritise comfort and space, particularly in renovated period properties with larger bedroom 
footprints. If your room is on the smaller side, a small double upholstered bed frame or 
upholstered single bed frame can still deliver the tactile, plush look without overwhelming the 
space. 

Fabric and Material Considerations 

The fabric you choose for your upholstered bed frame affects both the look and the long term 
maintenance of the piece. 

Velvet 

It is the most popular choice for a reason, it has a rich, luxurious sheen and feels soft to the 
touch, though it can show water marks and requires occasional brushing to maintain its pile. 

Linen and linen blend fabrics  

Offer a more relaxed, textured finish and tend to be more forgiving with everyday wear, making 
them a practical choice for busy households. 

Boucle  

Has surged in popularity recently thanks to its cosy, textured appearance, often associated with 
Scandinavian and organic modern interiors. 



Faux leather  

Provides a sleek, easy to wipe clean surface, ideal for households with young children or pets, 
though it doesn't offer quite the same softness as woven fabrics. 

When comparing options, the Cotswold Upholstered Bed Frame is worth a look for its 
combination of durable fabric and classic panelled detailing, suited to both contemporary and 
traditional bedrooms. 

 

StorageFriendly Upholstered Bed Frames 

Storage is one of the biggest considerations for UK homeowners, particularly in cities where 
bedroom space is at a premium. An upholstered bed frame with storage typically comes in one 
of two forms 

1.​ Ottoman liftup storage  the entire mattress platform lifts via gas struts to reveal a deep 
storage compartment underneath, ideal for bedding, seasonal clothing, or luggage. 

2.​ Drawer based storage  builtin drawers are integrated into the base of the frame, offering 
easier access without needing to lift the mattress. 

Ottoman frames tend to offer the most storage volume, while drawer bases are more convenient 
for frequently accessed items. If maximising space is your priority, it's worth pairing your search 
for an upholstered bed frame with a storage specific model rather than retrofitting later. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/cotswold-upholstered-bed-frame/


Matching Your Upholstered Bed to Your Bedroom's Style 

Modern and Minimalist Bedrooms 

Look for clean lines, low profile headboards, and neutral fabric tones. A modern upholstered 
bed frame with simple stitching and a slim frame profile will complement open, airy spaces 
without adding visual clutter. 

Luxury and Statement Bedrooms 

If you want your bed to be the focal point of the room, consider a taller, more dramatic 
headboard with premium detailing. The Royal Bed Frame and Ruby Luxury Bed both lean into 
this statementmaking approach, with generously padded headboards designed to anchor a 
bedroom's overall design scheme. 

Classic and ChesterfieldInspired Bedrooms 

For those drawn to a more traditional English aesthetic, a chesterfield upholstered bed frame 
with deep button tufting delivers timeless character. The Chesterford Elite Bed is a strong 
example, blending classic tufted detailing with modern upholstery techniques for durability. 

Budget vs Premium What Affects the Price? 

The price of an upholstered bed frame in the UK generally depends on 

●​ Fabric quality  genuine velvet and premium boucle cost more than basic polyester 
weaves. 

●​ Frame construction  solid timber frames with reinforced slats last longer than 
particleboard alternatives. 

●​ Headboard height and detailing  taller, buttontufted, or wingback headboards require 
more material and labour. 

●​ Storage mechanisms  ottoman gaslift systems add to the overall cost compared to 
simple frames. 

If you're looking for a cheap upholstered bed frame, focus on simpler panel designs without 
added storage mechanisms, while still checking that the frame construction uses solid timber 
rather than lowergrade materials that may not hold up over years of use. On the other end of the 
spectrum, luxury upholstered bed frames typically justify their price through superior fabric 
density, reinforced frame joints, and more considered detailing such as piping, deep buttoning, 
or handfinished stitching. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/royal-bed-frame/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/chesterford-elite-bed/


Assembly, Delivery and Care Tips 

Most upholstered bed frames uk retailers deliver are supplied flatpacked with clear assembly 
instructions, though the process can take longer than a standard metal frame due to the padded 
components. A few practical tips 

●​ Assemble the bed in the room it will be used in, upholstered headboards can be bulky 
and difficult to manoeuvre through doorways once built. 

●​ Vacuum fabric surfaces regularly using a soft brush attachment to prevent dust buildup. 
●​ Address spills immediately with a clean, dry cloth; avoid rubbing, which can push liquid 

deeper into the fabric. 
●​ Rotate your mattress regularly regardless of frame type to preserve even wear. 

Final Thoughts 

An upholstered bed frame is more than a place to sleep; it's a design statement that shapes the 
comfort and character of your entire bedroom. Whether you're drawn to a curved ottoman 
storage bed, a dramatic wingback silhouette, or a classic buttontufted Chesterfield style, taking 
the time to consider fabric, size, and construction quality will ensure your investment lasts for 
years. For UK shoppers exploring their options, browsing a dedicated collection such as Style 
Beds LTD makes it easy to compare styles side by side before making a final decision. 

Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs) 

What is an upholstered bed frame?  

An upholstered bed frame is a bed base and headboard covered in fabric  such as velvet, linen, 
or boucle  over a padded frame, offering a softer, more decorative alternative to wooden or 
metal frames. 

Are upholstered bed frames worth the money?  

Yes, for most buyers. Upholstered frames tend to be quieter, safer for households with children, 
and add significant visual warmth to a bedroom compared to bare wood or metal frames, 
particularly when built with solid timber frames and durable fabric. 

What size upholstered bed frame should I buy? 

It depends on your room size and how many people will use the bed. A double or king suits 
most UK bedrooms, while a super king upholstered bed frame is better suited to larger master 
bedrooms. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/


Do upholstered bed frames come with storage?  

Many do. Ottomanstyle upholstered bed frames lift up on gas struts to reveal storage space 
underneath, while some frames include built in drawers instead. 

How do I clean an upholstered bed frame?  

Regular vacuuming with a soft brush attachment, prompt attention to spills, and occasional 
professional fabric cleaning (for velvet in particular) will keep an upholstered frame looking 
newer for longer. 

Which fabric is best for an upholstered bed frame?  

Velvet offers the most luxurious look, linen is easier to maintain dayto day, boucle brings a cosy 
textured finish, and faux leather is the most wipeable option for busy households. 
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